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Obituary:  
Julia Koschitzky was a 
generous philanthropist 
and dedicated leader for 
Jewish communal causes
/ Ron Csillag  
 

Julia Koschitzky, a communal volunteer extraordinaire and 
philanthropist who lent her name and resources to a pleth-

ora of domestic Jewish and Israel-related causes, died at her To-
ronto home on March 21 of cancer. She was 78.

She was known widely for her poise and graceful presence, 
and for over four decades, her name seemed to be everywhere, 
it seemed, notably at big-ticket communal institutions like 
UJA Federation of Greater Toronto and United Israel Appeal. 
Throughout, her main passion was Jewish education.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog remembered her as “a dear 
friend whose noble voice will be sorely missed throughout the 
Jewish world.”

“Her decades of contribution to the State of Israel, to Keren 
Hayesod and to the Jewish Agency for Israel improved the qual-
ity of life of countless individuals and communities, which Ju-
lia so enthusiastically supported. She never shied away from a 
challenge, and always saw the virtue of those around her. Julie 
was an insightful thinker, and a warm, fine human being,” the 
president wrote in a letter to the Koschitzky family.

Condolences on her death also included one from Nachman 
Shai, Israel’s Minister of Diaspora Affairs, who lauded a “strong, 
inspiring, and generous woman.”

“In many ways, Julia personified Canadian Jewry’s unshakable 
relationship with Israel,” said Shai. “I and the State of Israel are 
deeply grateful for her incredible devotion to the Jewish people 
and the strengthening of the bonds between us.”

Israel’s consul general in Toronto, Idit Shamir, tweeted condo-
lences, saying Koschitzky’s leadership and devotion to the Jew-
ish community and Israel “will always be remembered.”

Koschitzky’s involvement in communal life began in 1979 
when she assumed the presidency of the Parents’ Association 
at Associated Hebrew Day Schools, where she and her husband 
Henry enrolled all four of their children. She went on to serve 
on the school’s board of governors and worked to make day 
schools more affordable by establishing, in 2013, UJA Federa-
tion’s Julia and Henry Koschitzky Centre for Jewish Education, 
which provides tuition assistance and a variety of programs for 
children and young adults.

In a statement, Ora Shulman, Head of School at AHS, said the 
quality she will associate with Koschitzky is “the grace with 
which she presided over any setting in which we encountered 
her. She radiated care and calm.”

In a 2017 interview with The CJN, Koschitzky acknowledged 
challenging times for Jewish education. Enrolment at non-Or-
thodox schools was down, despite a growing Jewish community.

“The commitment of families towards sending their children 
for a formal Jewish education, which builds strong identity and 
guarantees the future of Jewish life, really has lessened,” she 
noted. “That’s also coupled with the rising cost of Jewish educa-
tion, at a rate of 2-1/2 times the cost of living.”

Much of Jewish philanthropy goes to non-Jewish causes, she 
pointed out. “If it would be redirected to Jewish education, the 
cost (of education) would not be an issue.”

She felt that Jews who came to Canada at the turn of the 20th 
century had their priorities right. Despite widespread poverty, 
they managed to build a foundation—synagogues, day schools, 
benevolent organizations, theatres, and newspapers.

“It was a rich Jewish life in poor times,” Koschitzky said. “Now 
when I think of the incredible wealth there is in our community, 
and that we should be facing such hardship with keeping Jewish 
schools afloat, it’s a very depressing time.”

After 12 years on the Associated parents’ council, Koschitzky 
agreed to chair Toronto UJA’s 1985 women’s division campaign 
to engage more Orthodox women. In 1988-‘89, she co-chaired 
the general Toronto UJA campaign.

“I owe a great debt of thanks to the UJA because I felt that was 
where I was taught and nurtured,” she told The CJN. “That led 
me to so many extraordinary experiences. The more involved I 
became, the more I learned, and the more I learned, the more I 
saw and understood the scale of Jewish needs here and in Israel 
and around the world.”

She served for eight years as an officer of UJA Federation of 
Greater Toronto and, from 1990 to 1992, as president of UIA 
(United Israel Appeal)/Federations Canada, where, according 
to the Jewish Women’s Archive, she helped shape the relation-
ship between Canadian Jewry and Israel, and played “a central 
role” in Operation Exodus, the rescue and resettlement of thou-
sands of Jews from Russia to Israel.

UIA raised more than $100 million from Canadian Jews for 
Operation Exodus, in addition to contributions from the annual 
UJA campaign. She likened the response to the rescue of former 
Soviet Jews to the 1967 Six-Day War. Both showed, “as never be-
fore, that Jewish people can be united.”

She became a member of the Board of Governors of the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel in 1990, and from 1992 to 1997, Koschitzky 
chaired the Keren Hayesod (United Israel Appeal) World Board 
of Trustees. She also served as a trustee of the Jewish Telegraph-
ic Agency (JTA) and was a board member of The CJN (where 
she strongly favoured a return to a print edition when the paper 
came back in January 2021 in digital form only).

In 1998, Koschitzky chaired the Toronto celebrations of the 
50th anniversary of Israeli statehood, featuring then prime min-
ister Jean Chretien as guest speaker.

At York University, where Julia was a trustee, she and her hus-
band established the Koschitzky Family Chair in Jewish Teacher 
Education. With Henry’s brother, Saul and sister-in-law, Mira, 
the couple established the Israel and Golda Koschitzky Centre 
for Jewish Studies, Canada’s first interdisciplinary research cen-
tre in the subject.

In its tribute, York recalled “an extraordinary woman devoted to 
the causes of philanthropy, Jewish education, and social welfare.”

In a joint statement on Koschitzky’s death, Linda Frum, chair 
of UJA’s board, and Adam Minsky, UJA’s president and CEO, 
reflected that “to spend time with Julia was to be in the com-
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pany of a truly great leader whose example motivated each of 
us to become our better selves. Whether it was a kind word of 
encouragement, a principled decision at a defining moment, or 
a readiness to step forward when leadership was needed, when 
Julia led, it elevated everyone around her to a whole new level.”

They too extolled Koschitzky’s “incredible kindness, wisdom, 
and humility.”

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) saw “an extraor-
dinary leader who had a deep love for Judaism, for the Jewish 
people, and for Israel. She invested time, enormous effort, and 
generous philanthropy in service of her fellow Jews and fellow 
Canadians. She was a role model for many, including young 
Canadian Jewish student activists and women in Jewish com-
munal life. She led by example, with her children also taking on 
significant leadership roles.”

Koschitzky was born in 1943 in Cardiff, Wales, the daughter of 
Max Podolski, who was from Poland, and the German-born Elli 
Moses. The Jewish Women’s Archives relates that her parents, 
who worked together in business, fled Germany in 1939 for 
Wales, where they had business interests, leaving for Canada in 
1949 and settling in Toronto in 1956.

“My sister and I grew up in a very traditional home,” she re-
called for the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto. “From our 
parents, we learned a love of Judaism and the importance of 
giving, not only financially, but of ourselves.”

In 1963, during her last year of high school, Julia married the 
Polish-born businessman Henry Koschitzky, whose family 
came to Canada after living in exile in the Soviet Union during 

the Second World War.
Among her many accolades was an honorary doctorate from 

Yeshiva University in 2003 and the Order of Canada in 2015 for 
her promotion of education and interfaith dialogue.

In later years, she was involved with the Jerusalem Founda-
tion, which raises funds for social, cultural and beautification 
projects in the Israeli capital.

Koschitzky is survived by her husband Henry; children 
Sarena, Hartley, Jonathan, and Leelah; 19 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; and a sister, Jeannette Massouda. She was 
scheduled to be buried in Beit Shemesh, Israel on March 23.

Koschitzky once said she had grown in every volunteer posi-
tion she took on, all with a view to the future. “What we do in 
our community sends a message to our children, to future gen-
erations,” she said in 2017. “My children are involved, whether 
it’s here or in New York or in Israel. Everybody does something 
because they saw the joy in how it fulfills your life, that you’re 
doing something not just for yourself but also for others.” n

Ron Csillag has written obituaries and more for The CJN 
since 1984.

 McGill student union 
adopts policy to boycott 
groups ‘complicit in settler-
colonial apartheid against 
Palestinians,’ after a 
controversial referendum
/ Janice Arnold

P ro-Israel groups are outraged that McGill University un-
dergraduates have voted for the boycott of corporations 

or institutions “complicit in settler-colonial apartheid against 
Palestinians,” claiming the referendum process was illegitimate 
and intimidated Jewish students.

Just over 71 percent of online ballots cast from March 15-21 
were in favour of the Students’ Society of McGill University 
(SSMU) adopting a “Palestine Solidarity Policy” proposed by 
the member student club Solidarity for Palestinian Human 
Rights (SPHR).

The policy’s inclusion among seven referendum questions at-
tached to the SSMU 2022-23 executive elections was formally 
challenged by student Jonah Fried, a fellow of the Committee 
for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting and Analysis (CAMERA), 
and it was, in fact, withdrawn briefly before being reinstated.

B’nai Brith Canada is urging the McGill administration to cut 
off funding to the SSMU for adopting this “extreme” policy.

A total of 3,960 votes were cast, a relatively small proportion of 
McGill’s 26,765 undergraduates.

The Jerusalem Foundation of Canada,  
its entire Board and Honourary Members,  

its leadership and staff deeply mourn  
the passing of a woman of valor 

Julia Koschitzky C.M. ז״ל
Who will be remembered for her special qualities  

of kindness, vision, leadership and lifelong, wide-ranging 
activity in service to the Jewish People,  

the State of Israel and the City of Jerusalem

Recipient of the Teddy Kollek Award  
for Significant Contribution to Life in Jerusalem  

and Past President of the Jerusalem Foundation of Canada

Our heartfelt condolences to the entire Koschitzky family 

Jerusalem Foundation of Canada Board of Directors:  
President and Chair – Joel Reitman, Past President – Lewis Mitz, Vice Chair 
– David Golden, Vice President – Gary Grundman, Vice President – David C. 
Rosenbaum, Treasurer – Doron Telem, Secretary – Shael Rosenbaum, David 
Berger, Ariela Cotler, Heather Fenyes, Dr. Jacques Gauthier, Sarah Krauss, 
Lorri Kushnir, Mo Lidsky, David Lyons, Connie Putterman, Carol Ryder, Evelyn 
Bloomfield Shachter, Ari Shachter, Judi Shostack, Joseph J. Wilder, Q.C.  
Honourary Board Members:  
Harry Bloomfield QC, Charles Coffey, O.C., Senator Art Eggleton, Senator 
Linda Frum, Gina Godfrey, Moshe Safdie, Isadore Sharp
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The policy, to be in effect for five years, demands that the uni-
versity divest its holdings in or collaborations with corporations 
and institutions said to be complicit with “a brutal regime of 
land theft, checkpoints, house demolitions, environmental de-
struction, deportation and extrajudicial killings at the hands of 
soldiers, police and settlers.”

It mandates the SSMU to make at least one pro-Palestinian 
public statement each semester, including on “Nakba Day” as 
Palestinians refer to the State of Israel’s 1948 independence, 
“authored by the SSMU Palestine Solidarity Committee” that is 
to be created.

The resolution also calls on McGill to condemn Canary Mis-
sion, an advocacy group that identifies anti-Israel campus ac-
tivists, and “other surveillance and smear campaigns against 
Palestinian and pro-Palestinian students.”

The adoption of the policy is not a fait accompli.
Elections SSMU, an independent body, abruptly removed 

the Palestinian question from the ballot on March 14, the day 
voting was to begin. Its CEO Jaylynn Barth announced to the 
student body that it was acting on an “interim order” from the 
SSMU Judicial Board.

After receiving a petition from CAMERA’s Fried objecting to 
the process by which the Palestinian question was included, the 
Judicial Board ordered it be dropped “until a legal determina-
tion on the merits of compliance can be rendered” by the SSMU 
Board of Directors.

SPHR protested the removal and the question was reinstated 
the same day by Elections SSMU. Voting was then extended by 
three days.

Despite the strong majority support for the policy, the ques-
tion could yet be invalidated by the SSMU Board of Directors 
and the results annulled.

Fried explained that Jewish students’ concerns about “misin-
formation, antisemitism and possible legal implications” were 
sent to the Judicial Board on March 12.

“Following this, SSMU’s semi-autonomous election manage-
ment subsidiary, Elections SSMU, suspended the Palestine 
question pending a legal review. But on March 13, anti-Israel 
students complained about this decision on social media.

“They called the Elections department racist and undemo-
cratic, among other things, and cited false claims of a ‘blacklist’ 
conspiracy against anti-Zionist activists. The next day, Elections 
SSMU reinstated the question—despite ongoing challenges – in 
apparent violation of the judiciary committee’s order.”

Fried said the controversy surrounding the Palestine question 
has seen “antisemitism raging across social media platforms. 
Activists are vandalizing McGill buildings, violating SSMU’s 
electoral bylaws, and setting up Palestine flag-draped tables to 
spread anti-Israel propaganda.

“All this creates an atmosphere where Jewish students feel unsafe.”
The SSMU already has a divestment policy against compa-

nies said to be enabling human rights violations by different 
regimes, including Israel, which was ratified last July. It was 
overwhelmingly approved by the SSMU General Assembly and 
Legislative Council the previous February, but the Board of Di-
rectors raised certain procedural issues before finally approving 
the policy in a split decision.

B’nai Brith faults Elections SSMU for going ahead and putting 
the Palestine question back on the ballot, despite the Judicial 

Board’s order that it be removed until a final decision on its le-
gality. The newly adopted policy is so broad that it may compel 
SSMU to boycott nearly all Jewish clubs and associations on 
campus, thereby contravening its own constitution, it said.

“The SSMU’s behaviour over the past week has not only been 
antisemitic, but contrary to the rule of law,” Michael Mostyn, 
B’nai Brith’s CEO, said in a press release. “We call on McGill 
University to immediately cease funding SSMU until it rescinds 
this bogus referendum result.” n

Janice Arnold has been reporting for The CJN  
from Montreal since 1976.

Jewish community 
continues to be the most 
targeted religious group 
for hate crimes, Statistics 
Canada reports
/ Lila Sarick

The number of police-reported hate crimes rose to a new 
high in 2020, with Jews continuing to be the most victimized 

religious group, according to a report released by Statistics Can-
ada March 17.

A total of 2,669 incidents were reported in 2020, an increase of 
37 percent over the previous year and the largest number since 
2009 when this data was available.

Overall, the Black community was the most frequent target of 
hate crimes (26 percent), followed by the Jewish community (13 
percent) and the East or Southeast Asian population (11 per-
cent). The number of hate crimes targeting Jews increased slight-
ly in 2020, to 321 incidents, up from 308, the previous year.

Some of the increase in hate crimes was attributed to the social 
and economic disruptions caused by COVID, the report states.

“As with many groups, throughout the pandemic there have 
been reports of discrimination targeting the Jewish and Muslim 
populations as a result of disinformation and conspiracy theories 
related to the pandemic, often tied to broader anti-Jewish or an-
ti-Muslim theories or beliefs.”

Reported hate crimes against Muslims decreased in 2020, drop-
ping to 82 incidents, from 182 the previous year.

The Statistics Canada report pointed to two national summits 
in 2021, which focused on developing strategies to combat an-
tisemitism and Islamophobia.

The pandemic was also cited as a factor in the rising number of 
hate crimes against Southeast Asians, which skyrocketed to 269 
reported incidents, up from 67 the previous year.

The rising number of hate crimes reported in Canada, as well 
as the fact that Jews consistently remain one of the most targeted 
groups in society, despite comprising just 1 percent of the coun-
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try’s population, have left Jewish communal leaders concerned.
“This report should be a call to action for all Canadians to stand 

against hate and antisemitism. The Jewish community expe-
rienced a significant spike in antisemitic incidents across the 
country in May 2021, further underscoring the need for concert-
ed efforts to stop this worrying trend,” Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO 
of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, said in a statement.

“We are grateful that police services across the country take 
these incidents seriously, but more needs to be done to prevent 
them and protect vulnerable communities. This includes greater 
support for security and safety at community institutions such as 
houses of worship; criminalization of Holocaust denial, which is 
a gateway to hate; and a national strategy to target online hate 
and radicalization.”

 Statistics Canada also analyzed hate crime reports from 2011-
2020 and found that that 85 percent of hate crimes targeting the 
Jewish community were non-violent. The most common violent 
crime was uttering threats.

 The report also noted the growing incident of cybercrimes, 
which accounted for 7 percent of hate crimes in 2020.

“Of the 575 hate crimes that were also recorded by police as 
cybercrimes between 2016 and 2020, these most commonly tar-
geted the Muslim population (16 percent), the Black population 
(15 percent), a sexual orientation (13 per cent), and the Jewish 
population (13 percent),” Statistics Canada reported.

Social media also reflected the growing wave of radicalization. 
The Stats Can report cited a project by the federal government 
and the company Moonshot CVE (Countering Violent Extrem-
ism) to redirect people searching for extremist content online.

“Weekly searches for violent ‘far-right’ keywords had increased 
since the beginning of the pandemic across six Canadian cities 
by an average of 18.5 percent,” Moonshot had reported, “Fur-
thermore, there was evidence of an increase in Twitter discourse 
targeting China and Chinese people as well as anti-Jewish and 
conspiracy theory content.” n

Lila Sarick is news editor of The CJN.

Three Montreal rabbis 
are now reflecting on the 
tragedy and humanity 
they witnessed at the 
Ukrainian-Poland 
border—and they urge 
Canadians to do more
/ Reuben Poupko, Adam Scheier and Mark Fishman

Some might say there was no need for three Canadian rabbis 
to leave the comfort of our congregations and the safety of 

Canada to travel to the Polish-Ukrainian border, but we felt an 
obligation to provide whatever aid and support we could to the 
refugees fleeing war. We simply could not sit back while preach-
ing about the responsibility to support those in need without 
taking steps to exercise that responsibility ourselves.

Our efforts were infinitesimal but our tradition does not mea-
sure results in quantifiable terms alone. Our faith teaches us 
that to make a positive difference, even a tiny difference, is of 
inestimable value. 

So, the three of us traveled to Poland—a place where our 
people suffered the worst genocide in history – to witness this 
decade’s humanitarian crisis unfolding. We arrived at the be-
ginning of the third week of the unprovoked Russian assault on 
Ukrainian sovereignty, an attack that is, consistently and indis-
criminately, targeting innocent Ukrainian civilians.

At the Polish-Ukrainian border, we witnessed the flood of 
mostly women and children walking toward their temporary 
refuge. Numerous aid groups from around the world and di-
verse backgrounds had set up a sea of tents to provide medicine, 
food, clothing, and shelter to the countless refugees. Standing 
prominently within this sea of humanitarian aid groups were 
Israelis. Their tent was first in the row, and the Israeli flag is the 
first image refugees see as they cross to safety.

That the Israeli aid organization, Rescuers without Borders 
(Hatzalah Le’lo Gvulot), is front and centre is meaningful: they 
were the first to arrive. As Jews, as a people who have suffered 
such trauma in this very location, we stand proud that the Jew-
ish State is at the front of the line, providing real, substantive aid 
to those in need. And the need is overwhelming.

The nearly three million refugees to date will soon be four mil-
lion, five million – and more if this violent invasion does not end. 
While we witnessed the results of the brutality of the Putin regime 
and its military apparatus, we also witnessed extraordinary hu-
man compassion—Polish families opening their homes, and Pol-
ish children greeting their Ukrainian peers with toys.

The generosity of the people—the volunteers from all over the 
world, the supplies donated – is something to behold. It is hum-
bling. It is inspiring. We were simultaneously witnessing the 
worst human beings can do to each other and the best human 
beings can do for each other.

Those we saw crossing the border had left beloved husbands 
and fathers in Ukraine to fight for their country’s very existence. 
The refugees carried their lives in their knapsacks, without 
knowing whether they would ever return. The massive nearby 
train station of Przemysl—once home to one of Poland’s largest 
Jewish communities—was filled with mothers, children, and 
the elderly, huddled together for warmth. As volunteers, we 
distributed blankets and hand warmers, walking through a fog 
of sadness that is impossible to convey in words. 

Our journey to witness the tragedy afflicting the Ukrainian peo-
ple underscored our conviction that we all must do whatever 
we can to help those in need. We can volunteer. We can donate 
– to our local Jewish Federation’s campaign, to the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, or to any group supporting Ukrainians di-
rectly. And we can advocate for the Canadian—and all West-
ern—governments to do more both to end Putin’s atrocities and 
to support Ukrainian refugees. All of it is of value. All of it is vital.

The way to combat pure evil is with love, generosity, and com-
passion.  During our visit to the Polish-Ukrainian border, we 
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witnessed extreme pain, fear, and grief, but we also marvelled 
at the extraordinary capacity of human generosity. This story of 
resilience must be told, if only to shine a small light amidst a 
cloud of darkness. n

Reuben Poupko is the rabbi of Congregation Beth Israel 
Beth Aaron, Adam Scheier is the rabbi of Congregation 
Shaar Hashomayim, and Mark Fishman is the rabbi of Con-
gregation Beth Tikvah. All are based in Montreal. 

The new book about 
Anne Frank’s betrayal 
is no longer available in 
the Netherlands—and 
its Canadian author isn’t 
happy about that
/ Ellin Bessner  

Rosemary Sullivan, the embattled Canadian historian be-
hind a controversial new book about Anne Frank, has 

fired back at its recall in the Netherlands.
She blames the controversy on the media, and foreign histo-

rians—and she’s blasting her Dutch publisher.
The author of The Betrayal of Anne Frank: A Cold Case Inves-

tigation issued a statement on March 24 in the wake of Ambo 
Anthos announcing it would stop selling the book. The publisher 
asked stores in the Netherlands to return any unsold copies, and 
also issued a second apology for having offended anyone.

The reaction came soon after a team of Dutch historians pub-
lished a 69-page refutation of the book, which they released at 
a conference at the University of Amsterdam on March 22. It 
concluded that the findings portrayed in the book by the To-
ronto-based author are impossible, and worse: they desecrate 
the legacy of Anne Frank’s memory.

The Betrayal outlines why the investigators are 85 percent 
certain it was Arnold van den Bergh, a Dutch Jewish notary 
from Amsterdam, who told the Nazis where the Franks and 
others were in hiding.

Sullivan is a historian with over a dozen critically acclaimed 
books to her name. Villa Air-Bel: World War II, Escape, and 
a House in Marseille won a Canadian Jewish Book Award in 
2007. For her latest, she spent three years writing about a six-
year project by a team of two dozen investigators, led by a for-
mer FBI police officer, Vincent Pankoke.

The investigation used modern crime-solving techniques, 
and artificial intelligence, to find out who was most likely to 
have told the Nazis where Anne and her family were hiding.

Nazis raided the Secret Annex on Aug. 4, 1944. The Franks 
were deported to their deaths, along with another family. 

(Anne’s father, Otto Frank, survived the Holocaust and re-
turned home to publish his daughter’s diary.)

In her statement, Sullivan acknowledges that she wasn’t di-
rectly involved in the investigation, but came in at the halfway 
point to chronicle their work. She maintains her “full confi-
dence” in the investigation and their findings of the likeliest 
suspect to give a list of addresses to the Nazis.

“It is the critics who refer to Van den Bergh as a ‘traitor.’ The 
team is always careful to see him as a victim, whose motive 
was to save his family from deportation and death under the 
Nazi occupation,” Sullivan writes.

She rebukes her Dutch publisher for twice issuing an apol-
ogy, and then pulling the book, without first requesting a re-
sponse from her and the forensic team. And she blames the 
media for revealing the identity of the notary’s granddaughter. 
Mirjam de Gorter, a Dutch violinist, was interviewed for the 
cold case investigation, but has since publicly rejected the ac-
cusations against her grandfather.

“The team has also been careful to protect the identity of the 
granddaughter of Van den Bergh. The way she has been ma-
nipulated by the press is regrettable,” Sullivan writes.

Canadian publisher is keeping it available
HarperCollins, which published The Betrayal of Anne Frank in 
North America, continues to stand by the book.

“While we recognize there has been some criticism to the find-
ings, the investigation was done with respect and the utmost 
care for an extremely sensitive topic,” said a spokesperson, in 
an email to The CJN.

Sullivan’s response came in the wake of a damning report on 
the book by six Netherlands-based historians, which they car-
ried out after it was published.

As experts in Dutch Jewish history and the history of the Holo-
caust, they felt they owed it to their profession, and to the legacy 
of Anne Frank, and to the Jewish community.

The historians slammed the findings of the cold-case investiga-
tion, including the methods and assumptions used in the project. 
The study breaks down the timing of the alleged betrayer’s Ho-
locaust experience: including where and when Arnold van den 
Bergh and his wife and daughters went into hiding, and the likeli-
hood that he could have ever possessed an actual list of address-
es of Jews in hiding, which he then supposedly gave to the Nazis.

“We noticed that a lot of the historical context got lost, and 
wrong assumptions were raised that caused a distortion, rather 
than creating a better understanding of the past,” said Bart Wal-
let, a professor of Jewish studies at the University of Amsterdam, 
who was one of the authors of the report.

Thrilling cold case
The cold-case team—and Rosemary Sullivan’s book—said the 
Jewish notary felt forced to hand over a list of Jewish addresses 
to the Nazis in order to save his own family, because he felt in-
creasingly in danger of deportation though the fall of 1943 and 
beyond. Although the investigators did not find any hard copies 
of such lists, the book claims these must have existed, and theo-
rized that Van den Bergh would have had access to them due to 
his position as a member of Amsterdam’s Jewish Council.

The team also relied heavily on an anonymous note that Otto Frank 
received after the war, which fingered Van den Bergh as his betrayer.
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Of the 23,000 Jews who were in hiding in the Netherlands, 
one third were betrayed. In all, 107,000 Dutch Jews were mur-
dered in the Holocaust.

Granddaughter goes public
Van den Bergh’s granddaughter, Mirjam de Gorter, was pres-
ent when the historians released their findings in Amsterdam 
on Tuesday. De Gorter has kept a low public profile since the 
Jan. 17 launch of Rosemary Sullivan’s book in the Netherlands.

However, she now admits how devastating it’s been to be at 
the centre of the worldwide attention to her family and her late 
grandfather. De Gorter says the interviews which she gave to 
the cold-case team were misused.

“We realized my grandfather would be presented in the book 
but we didn’t think he would be presented as a traitor,” De 
Gorter told the audience on March 22.

She claims she told the team several times that her grandpar-
ents were already in hiding in Laren, outside of Amsterdam, 
six months before the Franks were picked up. The book por-
trays him as walking freely through Amsterdam in 1944.

The family is now appealing to HarperCollins to pull the book 
from sale in the rest of the world, too.

The CJN reached out to the Indigo Books and Music chain, 
whose founder Heather Reisman, interviewed Rosemary Sul-
livan and Vincent Pankoke on March 2, during an online event 
presented by several Jewish community centres in Toronto.

At the time, Reisman said that if people were to read only one 
book this year, it should be The Betrayal of Anne Frank, be-
cause it was so “provocative.”

A request for a comment about the new developments was 
sent to Indigo’s head office, but they didn’t make anyone avail-
able by press time. n

Amy Rosen on what it’s 
like to be a judge on a 
TV baking show after 
having her cinnamon bun 
business judged harshly 
in the Dragons’ Den
/ Ellin Bessner  

Amy Rosen spent the recent holiday of Purim baking her 
own recipe for hamantashen: she used chunks of Toble-

rone chocolate bars as the filling in the triangle-shaped cook-
ies, rather than the traditional poppy or prune.

But next week, the Toronto cookbook author will be evaluat-
ing other people’s creations, when she debuts as a judge on a 
new Food Network Canada series, Wall of Bakers. It first airs 
March 28 at 10 p.m.

The show pits talented home bakers against each other, as 

they compete in the studio’s kitchen—whipping up their own 
show-stopping pastries, cakes and sweet treats.

Rosen is one of the 24 Canadian dessert experts on the judg-
ing panel. The producers approached her because of the repu-
tation she built over a quarter-century as a prolific food writer 
and TV show guest.

But her recent history also includes launching a product of 
her own: Rosen’s Cinnamon Buns.

‘Intimidating’ to be with Anna Olson,  
Lynn Crawford
Still, Rosen felt a little intimidated in the company of culinary 
celebrities like Anna Olson, Lynn Crawford and Christine 
Cushing. Worse, most people thought she was only there as an 
undercover journalist. 

“[It] was so insulting on several levels, but I get it, right?” Ros-
en recalled with a smile during an interview with The CJN Dai-
ly on Feb. 24. “So I’m not good enough to be there as a judge? 
But then they got it. I knew what everyone was talking about. I 
could keep up with them, and their techniques, and whatever.”

Toronto-born Rosen certainly has serious foodie chops: she’s 
a trained Cordon Bleu chef, and the author of five cookbooks. 
The most recent one from 2019 drew most on her Jewish back-
ground, with the title Kosher Style.

Her first venture into the bakery business involved opening 
a bricks-and-mortar store in 2016, where she sold her own 
line of cinnamon buns. The store closed two years later, as she 
pivoted into selling frozen versions instead—along with jars of 
spreads with combinations like chocolate with tahini.

Three Jewish judges and the host
There will be 10 episodes of Wall of Bakers—with contestants 

vying for a $10,000 prize— and Rosen appears in six of them 
including the premiere. And, as these shows go, she remains 
under a non-disclosure agreement until they air. But, she could 
reveal there is a bit of Jewish soul involved along the way. 

For one thing, host Noah Cappe shares her background, as do 
two of the other judges: Jo Notkin, the founder of Maison Zoe 
Ford in Montreal, and Joanne Yolles, the veteran pastry whiz 
who came up with the coconut cream pie at Toronto’s legend-
ary Scaramouche restaurant. (They also couldn’t dish out any 
advance details.)

Given the cooking traditions in Rosen’s DNA, she feels it in-
forms how she approaches judging baked goods.

“Something might speak to me more if it’s a flavour I grew up 
with. Something might surprise me because it’s not something 
that I grew up with,” she explains.

“So I’d be, like ‘Wow, this is delicious! But everyone else might 
know about that. If you live in Quebec, you know what Pudding 
Chomeur is. But the first time I had the maple warm cake, that’s 
a signature dessert in Quebec, I said—this is the greatest thing 
I’ve ever had in my life!”

Just don’t look for any cinnamon buns, if only because of the 
time it takes them to rise, even though the flavour may factor 
into other things along the way.

Bakers nicer than chefs
Wall of Bakers was filmed last summer in Toronto, on the same 
set that was used for Wall of Chefs. The baking show also got 
to have a studio audience in line with COVID protocols. Rosen 
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that Noah Cappe would ask is, ‘Who on the wall are you excited 
to see?’ And nine out of ten times, it was Anna Olson because 
they all idolize her, as do I. And then there would be someone 
like Ricardo or someone with Christine or Lynn, right? 

“So, by Day 5, when he would ask this, I turned to someone 
next to me, and said ‘I will give everyone here $10,000 if some-
one says they are excited to see me!”

Rosen won’t be holding a party to watch the premiere, though. 
That’s because in the months since her Dragons’ Den appear-
ance aired, she’s been busy trying to take the cinnamon buns 
business to the next level, without their help..

Rosen’s cinnamon buns to go national
The products have been out of stock for several months due to 
lockdown measures last fall. With the factory where the buns 
are baked unable to operate with a full staff, she decided to shut 
things down until the situation improved.

Since then, she signed a deal with UNFI, a national distribution 
company, to get the buns and spreads into stores across Canada. 

But, when it comes to doling out advice to the contestants on Wall 
of Bakers, she has no shortage of ideas about how they can win.

“What it takes is following the assignment. If you have to include 
spice, make sure you can taste the spice. And make sure your rec-
ipes work. Don’t try to do too much. As someone who’s made a 
business out of simple cinnamon buns, often simple is better—
and it’s what people want. 

“And if within 45 minutes, you’re trying five sauces and three 
components that are baked, and cold, and chilled, you’re going 
to run into trouble because not all of them are going to work out. 

“So I would say limit yourself. Be competitive, though—but 
just don’t try to do the impossible.”

Four more questions for Amy Rosen
Q. What are your favourite tools to use in the kitchen?
A. My wooden spoon for sure. I think it was definitely my 

mom's, maybe even my Bubbe Fran’s. And the wooden spoon 
is the thing I use every day and the most. I also have my mom's 
Cuisinart from the 80s, and it works! It is super cracked. I have 
duct tape around it. I can't make soup in it anymore. 

Q. Why do you keep it? Why do you love it?
A.  I was actually sent another amazing KitchenAid for free 

years ago, and it was so complicated. I actually just gave it to 
my best friend in Vancouver. This Cuisinart just works the best. 
Like, I’ve used the same blades since the ’80s. 

Q. What was your least favourite meal that your mother 
cooked in her old frying pan?

A. It also used to be for our most tragic night of the month.  We’d 
walk home from school, we’d smell something frying, and we 
said, “It’s not Hanukkah. What could it be?’” And then she’d stand 
at the doorway with a wooden spoon and say, ‘L.L.’ That meant 
“liver lover’s night.” So she would bread and fry the liver. So we 
would eat it and we’d scream and cry, ”No! Not liver night!”

Q. Did you get to keep that white jacket with your name on it?
A. No. I got to keep the water bottle, though. It's a nice water 

bottle.  Maybe if they renewed the show, they were going to 
have us back and they don't want us to ruin it. Also, where are 
you going to wear that? n

Ellin Bessner is chief correspondent of The CJN Daily.

found the experience surprisingly emotional. 
 “I can’t tell you how many tears there were from contestants, 

and judges as well. Just in a joyous kind of way, to the point that I 
felt like a bit of an idiot. I asked, ‘What’s everyone crying about?’”

The egos of the chef show were nowhere to be found on this set.
“This is just like baking versus cooking. It’s just so much from 

the heart and you just really felt it coming out from everyone.”
The experience of Wall of Bakers was a far cry from Rosen’s 

other recent TV experience: an episode of Dragons’ Den that 
debuted in December. 

 
“Humiliated on national TV”
For her primetime turn on CBC, she pitched Rosen’s Cinnamon 
Buns business to the panel of Canadian tycoons.  She asked 
them to take a stake in the company—and to help her grow out-
side of Ontario.

At first, the Dragons were all smiles. They loved the taste of her 
samples. But things got testy when they began to quiz her about 
her company’s financials.

“I thought I knew most of the numbers, and then they just asked 
them in a different way, which I think throws a lot of people off.

And then once they saw my weakness, they just kept hammer-
ing me. Not all of them. A few of them. A couple of them, actual-
ly. And it just got into a yelling match and everything.”

Rosen’s sister-in-law handles the financial side of the busi-
ness, but she was not permitted to come to the taping, at the last 
minute, due to the COVID rules.

At one point, Arlene Dickinson issued a blunt assessment of 
Rosen’s pitch.

“What’s clear to me is you don’t know how to run a business,” 
said the fixture of Dragons’ Den. “But you do make great cinna-
mon buns.”

Dickinson and two other panellists offered to buy the compa-
ny for $300,000. Rosen accepted, as the deal would have left her 
as the face and the name of the brand.  

No deal
But after several months of back-and-forth negotiations with 
the investors and the show, the deal didn’t go through, and ev-
eryone just parted ways.
As for what she calls her “humiliation on national TV,”  Rosen 
points out how what happened during the taping was not exact-
ly what wound up being aired during the broadcast on Dec. 7. 
“ I think it must be in their contract that they can’t come off 
looking so bad.”
At another point, Rosen claims she yelled back at one of the 
panellists—but that part didn’t make the final cut.
“I felt great about saying ‘I built a bakery. I did all of this’,” she 
says about being put in the position of defending herself. “So, 
in the end, you see some kind-of-humiliating stuff. But it could 
have been so much worse.”

‘Who are you excited to see?’
Dragons’ Den was taped before the Wall of Bakers, before Ros-
en’s public dressing-down went viral. Despite her frequent ap-
pearances on television and her articles in The Globe and Mail 
and EnRoute magazine, the contestants on the baking show 
weren’t exactly looking for Rosen’s autograph.

“When the contestants would come on, one of the questions 


