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A former Timmins 
Catholic school 
teacher’s licence was 
revoked due to his 
Holocaust denial and 
antisemitic lessons
/ Ellin Bessner
 

The Ontario College of Teachers has revoked the licence of 
a Timmins, Ont. history teacher who used his classroom to 

push “hateful” Holocaust denial and antisemitic conspiracy the-
ories, including songs he performed as part of a local rock band.

The decision to pull Joseph DiMarco’s licence was made public 
on the college’s website on Dec. 8, 2021, but the statement by 
three-member came into effect on Nov. 15, 2019.

DiMarco, a fifteen-year veteran educator who obtained his 
teaching degree at Nipissing University in North Bay in 2006, 
was certified as a history specialist.

DiMarco did not contest the allegations or the decision, ac-
cording to the college.

He was fired by his employer, the Northeastern Catholic Dis-
trict School Board, in May 2019, after complaints from a parent 
of one of his students at O’Gorman High School. The family’s 
name was not released, due to a publication ban.

According to the 17-page long decision, the trouble dates back 
to 2016, when DiMarco began to openly harass a student, saying 
“looking at your face is starting to make me feel hate.” The docu-
ment does not specify whether religion had anything to do with 
the case, nor does it say whether the student was Jewish.

DiMarco was found to have taught that Israel was to blame for 
carrying out the attacks on the World Trade Centre in New York in 
2001, as well as urging his students to consult Holocaust material 
that contradicted the textbook and instead disputed the Holocaust.

“When students tried to challenge or question [DiMarco’s] 
assertions about the figure of 6 million deaths not being accu-
rate, [he] was dismissive, reminding the students how much re-
search he had done,” the OCT decision reads.

“The member shared his view with students that the Israeli 
government is a malicious force and that it frames itself as the 
victim by exaggerating the tragedy of the Holocaust in order to 
make the world more receptive to its agenda.”

The college described how DiMarco brought his own material 
into the classroom, including a personal “Zionism slideshow” 
which he presented “over multiple days.” Some of the YouTube 
clips in the show were subsequently censored by the social me-
dia company for violating hate speech rules, the report said.

Among the materiel he showed included talk shows by Ameri-
can TV personality Montel Williams, where Holocaust revision-
ists were interviewed.

The panel’s decision pointed out that DiMarco spent so much 
time teaching his own unapproved Holocaust instructional 

work that the students fell behind in what they were supposed 
to be learning from the actual curriculum.

The Northeastern District Catholic School Board launched its 
own investigation into the parent’s complaint in March 2019. It 
found that Dimarco’s “willful actions have lead [sic[ to the pro-
motion of Holocaust denial, racism, hate and conspiracy theo-
ries, and… created a poisonous learning environment.”

The college described how the teacher disparaged a planned 
March 2019 school educational trip where the students were 
to visit Second World War battlefield sites, as well as a concen-
tration camp. He told them the trip was “propaganda” by “the 
powers that be”, and they should understand why the itinerary 
began at the concentration camp.

“In order to prevent students from questioning the Holocaust 
narrative and to play on their sympathies,” the college said.

The college pointed to evidence that students asked the teach-
er to show them some of the songs he wrote and performed as 
lead singer of his personal rock band, The Coalescence. The link 
to the videos was also posted to a school club website, accord-
ing to the evidence. Much of the material espouses “Truther” 
conspiracy views, and lyrics:

“The Evil Empire of Israelica. The Evil Empire of Israelica. The 
United States of Israelica.”

One chorus of a song titled “The Counter-Narrative, from 2017, 
delves into who is to blame for 9/11. DiMarco points the finger 
at Israel as being the culprit for who controls the U.S.

The band’s YouTube channel shows that music video contain-
ing images of two men in costumes and wigs purporting to be 
Israeli Mossad agents dancing with joy when the twin-towers 
collapsed in New York on Sept. 11, 2001. It is not clear whether 
DiMarco is one of the performers.

 As part of the college’s investigation, an expert in antisemitism 
was engaged to advise them. Bernie Farber, the chair of the Cana-
dian Anti-Hate Network, confirmed to that the teacher’s conspira-
torial mindset and the content of his presentations were antisemit-
ic. But Farber told the college that the ramifications went further.

“The member knew or ought to have known that his teaching 
risked arousing antisemitic sentiment among his students,” said 
the college report.

it is the first time in Ontario history that the College has kicked 
someone out of the profession for teaching neo-Nazi and Holo-
caust denial in the classroom.

Timmins had a thriving Jewish community in the early part of the 
20th century, but the synagogue was closed in the 1970s. At last 
estimate in 2009, it comprised approximately 15 Jewish families.

A former Peel regional teacher and self-described white su-
premacist, Paul Fromm, lost his teaching licence in 2007. Jewish 
groups including the former Canadian Jewish Congress, which 
Bernie Farber helmed, pursued Fromm for seven years.

In interviews published at the time, Farber told the Globe and 
Mail it was Fromm’s outside the classroom statements and ac-
tions that were seen as problematic.

The teachers college advised Farber Friday that he could not 
speak publicly about the DiMarco ruling.

Joseph DiMarco’s Linkedin biography describes him as an in-
dependent musician living in Timmins, Ont., although his Face-
book page seems to point to him most recently living in Whistler, 
B.C., where he enjoys whitewater rafting. It is not clear whether 
he continued earning a living as a teacher after he was fired in 
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May 2019, but before he lost his Ontario teaching licence.
A spokesman for the college, Andrew Fifield, said they were 

not aware if DiMarco had appealed losing his licence.
“However, it should be noted that the individual did not con-

test the allegations,” Fifleld said in an email.
The CJN has reached out to the school board, and to DiMarco 

himself.
The DiMarco case comes a week before International Holo-

caust Remembrance Day on January 27, 2022.
In 1996, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that an Alberta 

teacher, James Keegstra, violated the Charter of Rights and Free-
doms by preaching to his students that the Holocaust was a hoax. 
It was the first successful conviction under Canadian law’s hate 
speech provisions. Keegstra died in Red Deer, Alberta in 2014.

A New Brunswick teacher and author with extreme Holocaust 
denial views, Malcolm Ross, was barred from the classroom in 
1996 and reassigned as librarian. His three books were widely 
available. He later appealed to the United Nations but in 2000, 
his appeal was rejected.

Reaction to the news has been surprisingly muted, from Jew-
ish groups and the mainstream media. Toronto Star columnist 
Martin Regg Cohn worried on Monday about the “complacen-
cy” and “indifference” to this story.

“There is no place in the classroom for Holocaust denial or 
conspiracy theories,” said Michael Mostyn, the CEO of B’nai 
Brith Canada on Friday. “The teacher in question agreed to a 
statement of facts that was damning. We are pleased he is no 
longer in the classroom.” 

The Ontario English Catholic Teachers Union, (OECTA) con-
firmed it has no record of DiMarco teaching after he was fired 
in 2019. The union was not involved in his disciplinary hearing, 
as he chose to find his own legal advisors and did not use his 
union’s resources, according to a spokesperson.

“Catholic teachers strive to create classrooms and schools 
that are inclusive and welcoming to all,” said Barb Dobrowol-
ski, president of the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Asso-
ciation in an email on Friday. “Our Association unequivocally 
condemns hatred, bigotry, and discrimination, in any form.” n 

  

Ontario NDP under fire 
for nominating Steve 
Parish, the former Ajax 
mayor who supported 
naming a street after a 
Nazi officer  
 
/ Steve Arnold  

Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath is trying to shore up 
relations with the Jewish community after one of her can-

didates defended naming a street in Ajax after a Nazi.

Even though the candidate, Steve Parish, has apologized for 
his remarks and Horwath has issued a statement committing 
her party to stamping out antisemitism, some Jewish advocacy 
groups remain skeptical.

In November 2020, Parish, who was the former mayor of the 
suburban community east of Toronto, urged town council to 
keep a street name honouring Hans Langsdorff, commander of 
a Second World War Nazi warship, despite opposition from the 
local Jewish community and others. In the end, council voted 
4-3 to rename the street.

In a statement to The CJN on Jan. 24, Horwath said her party 
is “committed to the vital work of calling out and stamping out 
the evil of antisemitism, with concrete actions and funding, not 
just words. As the Ontario NDP leader I am committed to work-
ing alongside Jewish leaders, community members and party 
members to be vigilant, transparent, and accountable when ad-
dressing antisemitism.

“I recognize that the pain caused to the Jewish community by 
Mr. Parish because of his role in the naming and renaming of 
Langsdorff Avenue in Ajax was very deep and real. Steve Par-
ish has apologized unreservedly and acknowledged the pain it 
caused for Jewish Ontarians. I recognize that his apology was 
without equivocation.”

In that apology, delivered as part of remarks at his formal 
nomination meeting Jan. 22, Parish described the 1933-1945 
Nazi government of Germany as “the most evil regime in the 
history of mankind.”

He did not, however, retract his support for honouring a de-
fender of that regime with a street name.

(The town of Ajax names its streets after ships and sailors who 
fought in the Second World War. The town itself in named after 
HMS Ajax, one of the British warships that defeated Langsdorff 
in the Battle of the River Plate, off South America in 1939.)

“I want to say clearly and unequivocally that the Nazi regime 
that ruled in Germany from 1933 to 1945 was the most evil re-
gime in the history of humankind. They were responsible for the 
Holocaust and the death of approximately six million Jews in 
Europe,” Parish said. “Indeed, the terms genocide and crimes 
against humanity come from that terrible part of our history. 
This caused pain to some people in the Jewish community in 
Ajax and beyond in Ontario, and for that, I am profoundly and 
completely sorry and I offer my complete, unconditional and 
most sincere apology.”

Adam Wiseman, the Ajax resident who led the fight to change 
the street name, was unimpressed by Parish’s words.

“It’s a strange apology that doesn’t say anything about his 
actual comments,” Wiseman said. “He assumes that everyone 
knows the Holocaust was a horrible thing, but the fact is half of 
Canadians don’t know that, and that’s probably how the Langs-
dorff name got approved in the first place.”

Political reaction to Parish’s comments was swift. The Conser-
vative party statement declared his defence of the street name 
“not only offensive to Ontario’s Jewish community and victims 
of the Holocaust, but also our brave soldiers who fought against 
Nazi tyranny.”

Ajax Liberal candidate Amber Bowen, whose grandparents 
survived Auschwitz, said in a statement “My heart is heavy and 
my soul is tired. Today I think of my grandparents Alex and Eliz-
abeth Mandel, who survived Auschwitz. I am so disappointed 
to read about Steve Parish’s support for naming a street after a 
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high-ranking Nazi officer. Antisemitism has no place in Ontario.”
In an interview she added Parish’s remarks “seem to shift the 

blame to the Jewish community for being offended.”
Jewish advocacy groups were similarly unimpressed. In a 

news release Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center said it was 
“troubled” that a Canadian candidate would defend a Nazi.

“No street in Canada should be named after an individual who 
fought for the genocidal Nazi regime that murdered six million 
Jews and millions of others, regardless of whether or not that 
individual was directly complicit in the murders,” said Jaime 
Kirzner-Roberts, FSWC’s director of policy. “It’s very shocking 
that the NDP had chosen Parish as a candidate in the first place, 
following his public display of support for having a street named 
after a Nazi warship captain. It’s time for the party to show lead-
ership and speak out.”

B’nai Brith CEO Michael Mostyn said in his group’s news re-
lease “This statement does not suffice for B’nai Brith Canada. 
While Mr. Parish appears to have quietly acknowledged that the 
Nazi regime was evil and committed the Holocaust at his nomi-
nation event, this was stating a non-controversial and historical 
fact, not an apology for his behavior.”

“Mr. Parish… must let the public know whether or not he has 
changed his views. If he has changed his views, Canadians de-
serve a proper apology.”

Beyond Parish’s defence of a German who former enemies say 
was an honourable officer, NDP critics say this issue serves to 
highlight a broader problem of antisemitism within the party.

One such critic is Emma Cunningham, who said that the is-
sue was “the final straw” that finally convinced her to resign as 
president of the party’s Pickering-Uxbridge Ontario riding as-
sociation.

In a thread on Twitter, she cited other instances where NDP 
candidates have been criticized for promoting antisemitic views.

“My maternal grandfather was beaten within an inch of his life 
on Kristallnacht,” she said. “I just couldn’t stand it anymore.”

“Steve Parish is the current issue, but the NDP really needs to ac-
knowledge it has this blind spot about antisemitism,” she added. n 

Ontario Liberals 
refuse to greenlight the 
nomination of Shameela 
Shakeel, who expressed 
anti-Israel views on 
social media
/ Steve Arnold 
 

Ontario’s Liberal Party has banned a candidate who ex-
pressed critical views of Israel on social media from seek-

ing the nomination in the Newmarket-Aurora riding.

Education activist Shameela Shakeel is not eligible for the posi-
tion, Cathy Gapp, president of the riding association, confirmed 
in an interview on Jan. 26.  The riding association did not disclose 
the reason for refusing to greenlight Shakeel’s nomination.

In a brief telephone interview, Shakeel refused further comment 
other than to say, “The process has happened, and I accept it.”

On Twitter, Shakeel commented “Yes, I’m learning that some 
‘special interests’ are more valued than others, than people, 
and than self-respect.”

Will Wuehr, senior communications advisor to Liberal leader 
Steven Del Duca, also refused to explain the action, noting only 
“We do not disclose details about the Ontario Liberal Party’s 
candidate vetting process.”

Gapp said the usual process is for local riding associations to 
recruit potential candidates and for the provincial level to vet 
them for possible problems.

A psychometrist and a long-time activist on York Region edu-
cational issues, Shakeel posted on Twitter last year, during the 
conflict between Hamas and Israel: “Hamas was established in 
1987 (and was funded by Israel at that time, actually). Palestin-
ians have been displaced, dispossessed, killed, and illegally oc-
cupied by the State of Israel since 1948. Do the math and critical 
analysis, or do you need a competence test first?”

She also spoke out in support of Javier Davila, the Toronto Dis-
trict School Board employee who distributed a resource list to 
teachers that the board later found to contain material that was 
antisemitic and that contained links to groups that support ter-
rorism. (TDSB trustee Alexandra Lulka narrowly escaped cen-
sure by the board after she spoke out against those materials.)

Shakeel later said she regrets the Twitter post, telling Newmar-
ket Today it was an emotional response to one-sided statements 
condemning Hamas, but not also condemning actions by Israel 
against Palestinian civilians.

“A lot of students who are Palestinian or Middle-Eastern or 
Muslim are afraid to even admit where they come from. My kids 
often say that,” Shakeel told the newspaper. “You can’t keep si-
lencing one side.”

 In the interview with Newmarket Today she also hinted racism 
may have been at play, adding “This is why people who look like 
me and think like me don’t run for politics.”

Jewish advocates, meanwhile welcomed the party’s decision 
on Shakeel.

In a social media post B’nai Brith Canada said, “As we have al-
ways stated publicly, there can be no room for antisemitism or 
discrimination in Canadian politics.”

In an email exchange, B’nai Brith CEO Michael Mostyn said 
the advocacy group remains non-partisan, but will speak out 
whenever it feels a candidate is acting inappropriately.

“We will continue to have open lines of communications with 
all political parties, but every political party is responsible for 
their own vetting process,” he added. “We respect the internal 
processes of the various parties but reserve the right to disagree 
publicly when we feel a party has dropped the ball.”

As it does for every election, Mostyn said a survey will be sent 
to all parties asking for detailed responses to issues of concern 
to the Jewish community. Those replies will then be made avail-
able to the public “so that voters can make an informed choice.”

The Liberal controversy is not the first time Jewish issues 
have appeared in the early days of the campaign, ahead of the 
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June provincial election.
Earlier this month, the NDP candidate in the Ajax riding was 

forced to apologize for his opposition to changing the name of a 
local street that honoured a Second World War Nazi naval officer.

Steve Parish, a former mayor of Ajax, was called out by B’nai 
Brith and Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre Canada for 
actions the agencies said were hurtful to the Jewish community.

The rejection of Shakeel’s candidacy for the nomination leaves 
only neuropsychologist Sylvain Roy as the only declared candidate 
for the party’s nod. Voting to select the candidate is set for Feb. 12.

Gapp said she has not yet been officially informed by the party 
of nomination by acclamation, but added she has faith in the par-
ty’s vetting process and looks forward to the campaign to unseat 
Conservative MPP and Deputy Premier Christine Elliott. n

Steve Arnold is a former business reporter for the Hamilton Spectator who 
now contributes regularly to The CJN.

 

Meet the Canadian-
born beauty 
influencer helping 
Israel fight 
antisemitism on 
Instagram and 
TikTok
/ Ellin Bessner

In her daily Instagram posts, Israel’s top beauty and lifestyle 
influencer Ashley Waxman Bakshi is now layering her own 

take about the Middle East conflict onto her tips about blush 
and eyeshadow.

The Canadian-born social media star recently took on the top-
ic of the history of Gaza, while she filmed herself applying her 
own brand of AWB blush, eye shadow and brown lipstick.

“Israel won the war, Israel agreed to a partition, the Arabs did 
not, yadda yadda yadda, so Egypt, in the war, got Gaza,” Wax-
man Baskshi said on her Jan. 25 post to Instagram. “So, you 
want to call that ‘occupation’ of Gaza, I don’t know?”

The focus on selling Israel, alongside her empire of beauty 
products, is part of a new project supported by the Jewish State’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The government is hoping to combat the explosion of online 
hatred towards Israel and the Jews by harnessing a group of Is-
rael’s top social media personalities who were already defend-
ing the country on their own platforms.

The group, including Waxman Bakshi, counts a combined fol-
lowing of 30 million viewers and subscribers including on You-
Tube and TikTok.

“We don’t work for the government. We’re not getting paid 
to do this,” Waxman Bakshi said in a recent interview with The 
CJN, adding that the Israeli government’s efforts until now have 
been ineffective. 

Taking on the Hadid sisters

The issue came to a head for her in May 2021, when Israel and 
Hamas fought a two-week long war that was fought on the 
ground but also online: international celebrities weighed in 
with pro-Palestinian comments, including models Bella and 
Gigi Hadid, who liked a post that said Israel was not a country.

“When you have people like Bella Hadid with millions and 
millions of followers bringing out flat out lies, people who are 
indifferent start to form an opinion. And unfortunately, that 
opinion is very anti-Israel,” Waxman Bakshi said. “And the an-
ti-Israel turns into antisemitic.”

More recently the group of Israeli digital media warriors swung 
into action when British actress Emma Watson, who played the 
role of Hermione in the Harry Potter series, posted a pro-Pales-
tinian photo and comment on her account. Waxman Baskhi de-
scribed how her WhatsApp chat lit up as they debated whether 
to respond, and if so, in what form.

“I have the power because I have my 300,000-something fol-
lowers, so if I bring this up on my story, on my account, I can 
send all my 300,000 followers to go and post,” she said, describ-
ing one suggested tactic that quickly raised some alarms. “Be-
cause if you’re going to comment, it will raise engagement. The 
[Watson] post will get more reach.”

But in the end, the Wilfrid Laurier and York University alum-
nus felt that it was important to answer so they can try to reach 
people who haven’t yet formed an opinion about who is right 
and who is wrong in the Israel-Palestinian question.

“I think that if there’s enough educated people in the crowd 
that will go through the [online] comments… that say, ‘Listen, 
Emma, you don’t know what you’re talking about. Solidarity 
doesn’t mean blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, it can help to at least 
delay somebody forming an anti-Israel opinion in the short 
term.”

Waxman Bakshi’s path to becoming a more visible and vocal 
activist for Israel comes after 10 years as Israel’s first YouTube 
lifestyle content producer.

She vlogs about her makeup business plus she documents 
daily life in Israel with her four kids and her Israeli lawyer hus-
band. The couple met after Waxman Bakshi finished university 
in Ontario and immigrated to Israel in 2006 to serve in the Israel 
Defense Forces.

Along the way she’s worked for the Ministry of Defense in Is-
rael, and she completed a graduate degree in counterterrorism. 
That preparation, she feels, makes her even more qualified to 
fight the disinformation war on behalf of her adopted country.

“I had an entire course on extreme Islamic ideologies. So, I can 
understand better how everything has developed, and I can un-
derstand the geopolitical situation as well,” she said, acknowl-
edging that most people don’t actually want to drill down that 
deep during debates. “The fact that I actually know these things 
and I’ve been taught it at an academic level gives me the confi-
dence to go online and speak.”
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Daughter of a Holocaust survivor

Coming up on Feb. 1, she’ll be a featured speaker on a U.S. Jew-
ish National Fund event discussing the new Zionism, together 
with several other prominent activists. The online event is free 
and is the kind of work she hopes to be doing more of, as she 
transitions away from her YouTube channel, which is closing at 
the end of February.

Waxman Bakshi was the youngest and only girl in the family 
growing up in Hamilton, Ontario. One brother, Yishay, lives in 
Thornhill.  A second brother, (Ron) Yaron is in Windsor. A third 
brother, Eitan, lives in Naples, Florida. Her mother, Claire, is a 
travel agent specializing in bringing Christian pilgrimage tours to 
Israel.  She divides her time between Thornhill and Israel, staying 
for months at an apartment near her daughter in Herzliya.

Waxman Bakshi’s late father Hy Waxman was a child Holo-
caust survivor from Romania. The family settled in Hamilton, 
where she attended Hamilton Hebrew Academy and Jewish 
summer camps. It was only after returning from a Birthright trip 
to Israel that she first encountered Jew hatred and anti-Israel 
campus politics.

“There were literally huge rallies talking about apartheid and 
about this wall and segregation and comparing Israel to South 
Africa, and I was like, why is nobody on campus talking about 
why,” she said, referring to the barrier wall between Israel and 
the West Bank constructed after years of suicide bombings and 
terrorist attacks on Israeli citizens.

Waxman Bakshi began to advocate on behalf of Israel while 
studying at Wilfrid Laurier University, in Waterloo, and also 
later, when she transferred to York University to complete her 
degree. She recalls the tense atmosphere on the Toronto-area 
campus during those years.

“At York, things were like, next level, it was violent. And I re-
member receiving threats and being afraid to walk to my car 
after a rally because I was afraid that maybe somebody on the 
other side of that rally would follow me.”

Death threats, lost followers

She channels her experience as a Canadian Jew not only to ed-
ucate her wide audience around the world, including Muslims 
and Christians, but also Israeli Jews.

“Especially Israelis who were born here and the younger gen-
eration who don’t know what it’s like to really feel antisemitism, 
who don’t know what it’s like to live in a Jewish communi-
ty when there’s a hostage situation in a synagogue,” she said. 
“They can’t understand how antisemitism even relates to the 
delegitimizing of Israel.”

Her unapologetic advocacy, including pushing back against 
artists who refuse to perform in Israel, comes with a cost. She’s 
lost supporters, and potential customers, which she calls “trou-
bling and scary”. And she’s received death threats.

“Because I really do preach for tolerance within Israel for all 
religions, for many years, I did have a very large following from 
the Arab community here in Israel, and a lot of love because of 
that. And a lot of my Arab followers started unfollowing me or 
telling me that they were really disappointed in me for advocat-

ing for Israel,” she said.
“They see it that you cannot be pro-Israel but also in the same 

matter, be pro-equal rights for all civilians regardless of religion 
in Israel. And that’s exactly what I am because, especially being 
Canadian and being brought up on these values of multicul-
turalism and diversity and really respecting everybody’s back-
grounds, religions and whatnot, I honestly believe these things 
can be completely possible in Israel.”

Waxman Bakshi has made sure her own children will be 
able to feel comfortable when they visit relatives in Canada in 
mid-February, “they want to see snow”. Like many expat Cana-
dians who live in Israel, Waxman Bakshi speaks to them in En-
glish, at home, as well as in Hebrew. She also adores her iconic 
red Canada Goose coat, which got pride of place in her social 
media feed recently—even though the temperature was 20 C.

“I’m wearing it just so that I can pretend like it’s winter.”

Q. What advice does Waxman Bakshi have for North American 
Jewish leaders who want to try their hand in the digital world 
to combat hate?
A. I would start by gaining knowledge, because we always have 
more to learn. And I can say that even I sometimes, when I’m 
listening to people from the other side speak, sometimes it 
makes me think like, ‘Oh, wait, maybe we weren’t. Okay, may-
be something in history. There’s these numbers that come out 
that ‘So and so Palestinian villages were burned and this and 
that. And sometimes it makes you question yourself. Oh, wait, 
maybe we really did. Maybe we are performing a genocide 
against the Palestinians.’ But the more you educate yourself 
and the more you actually read history, you realize that it’s not 
true. Like the side that has been attacked over and over and 
over again: it’s us. Never go into a conversation or a debate 
about a topic that you don’t feel well equipped to handle, be-
cause you’ll lose.

The second one, I think, would be to speak from the heart. 
A lot of the times when you’re really just [about] facts, on the 
other side, nobody cares. So come with statistics. Okay. Tell me 
about Camp David and how they rejected it and we accepted 
it. We don’t care. But if you sit down, if you want to sit down, 
and for example, share a personal story. ‘I have been to Israel 
where I visited the site of So and so suicide bomb. I was afraid 
to walk down the street.’ I think one of the greatest things that I 
did during the conflict, one of the Hadid sisters put up a video 
talking about how racist it was that she was questioned so much 
at the airport when she landed in Israel. And so I put up a video 
saying, ‘I am a Jew, I am white, I am from Canada. And guess 
what, Hadid? I was questioned, too. I was asked where my Bat 
Mitzvah was and how was my connection to Israel. And I was 
asked all these because that’s reality. When you live in a country 
where any person could be a potential terrorist, that’s the reality 
you live in.’ And so when you sit down and you speak from a 
personal account or you say, my grandfather did this, so and so 
is a Holocaust survivor, I think that is really what changes the 
hearts and minds of the people watching. n

Ellin Bessner is host of The CJN Daily.

FOR MORE STORIES GO TO WWW.THECJN.CA
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Open marriages 
and war criminals: 
Vancouver Jewish 
book festival goes 
virtual (again) with 
27 authors in 2022
/ Jeremy Appel 

Toronto-raised and Boston-based novelist Jonathan Paper-
nick decided to write his latest novel on a subject some may 

regard as taboo—open marriages, where partners continue to 
be in a romantic relationship while seeing other people.

“The book deals with a reconfiguration, or recalibration, of 
how relationships are,” said Papernick, the author of I Am My 
Beloveds. “I wanted to write a story that a generation ago would 
have been a story about infidelity, but this generation is about… 
how relationships are evolving, what’s acceptable and what’s 
not.”

Papernick is one of 27 authors participating in Vancouver’s 
37th annual Cherie Smith JCC Jewish Book Festival which is 
taking place online Feb. 6-10.

His book is about a Jewish couple who embark on an open 
marriage, which mirrors his efforts to salvage his relationship 
with his ex-wife.

“Ultimately, we did end up splitting, but we’re a lot closer now 
than we were the last half-decade of our marriage,” said Paper-
nick.

He said the stigmatization of open marriages stems from an 
insecurity among some that “by somebody being open, some-
how that threatens their own marriage.”

Papernick recalls someone he knows in an open relationship 
who went on a date with someone who spent the entire time 
lecturing him on the evils of open marriages.

“She was just there to yell at him,” said Papernick. “That never 
happened to me. I met a lot of interesting people.”

He said he hopes readers will come away with an understand-
ing that there are many different ways to have a romantic re-
lationship, as well as an appreciation for the complexity of the 
novel’s characters.

“We all have different needs and there are different ways to sat-
isfy those needs,” he said.

Another author speaking at the festival is Judith McCormack, 
whose book The Singing Forest made the New York Times’ top 10 
list of historical fiction for 2021.

McCormack’s novel follows the fictionalized efforts of Toron-
to lawyer Leah Jarvis to have an elderly Soviet-era war criminal 
who has assumed a new identity deported for his crimes during 
the Stalinist purges that culminated in the mass graves at Kura-
paty, Belarus.

“One of the questions is what to do about him and, to some 
extent, what to do about war criminals in general,” she told 

The CJN. “Interwoven in there is all kinds of issues of truth and 
memory… and happenstance.”

The author, who is part Belarusian, says she was inspired by 
reading up on the killings at Kurapaty.

“I was astounded. I knew vaguely about Stalin’s purges the way 
most of us do, but I had heard nothing about this. I wanted to 
bring it to light that this had happened,” she said.

There are autobiographical elements “sprinkled all over” the 
story, McCormack added.

Like McCormack, who is a lawyer by trade, the novel’s protag-
onist has a Jewish mother and gentile father.

“When I was growing up with these different parents, it 
seemed kind of anomalous. I didn’t know anyone else who had 
this combination,” she said. “You often feel that you’re odd or 
an anomaly, or you’re kind of diluted in some way in terms of 
being Jewish.”

But with the growth of intermarriage, McCormack is far from 
alone. “People like me are a significant part of the future of 
Jews,” she said, referring to the “infinite variety” of Judaism.

Dara Horn, author of People Love Dead Jews: Reports from a 
Haunted Present and David Baddiel, author of Jews Don’t Count, 
in conversation with Marsha Lederman, are the festival’s open-
ing speakers.

For tickets, visit www.jccgv.com/jewish-book-festival. You 
can see McCormack’s talk on Feb. 7 at 11 a.m. PST; Papernick 
speaks Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. n

Jeremy Appel is a Calgary-based contributor to The CJN.
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Jason Brown

One of the most decorated American male fi gure skaters ever, 
Jason Brown will be returning to his third Olympics hoping to 
recapture a medal—his fi rst since Sochi in 2014. Th is would add 
to his fi ve world championship and two grand prix medals, and 
make him even more of a darling in our hearts. As a proud rep-
resentative of his culture, he’s skated to the tunes of Michael Ny-
man, Paul Simon and Yitzhak Perlman. Th is time, he’ll be doing 
a free skate routine to the soundtrack of Schindler’s List.

Taylor Gold

A 2017 bronze medal winner in the superpipe, the 28-year-old 
Coloradan is aiming to emulate the success of his younger sis-
ter, Arielle, when she won a bronze medal at the 2018 Olympics 
in Pyeongchang. Th e (hopefully) aptly named Gold is looking 
for some redemption after his Olympic halfpipe run in Sochi 
came to an end in the semifi nals.

Hailey Kops and Evgeni Krasnopolski

Probably the most observant athlete at the games, Kops is an 
Orthodox New Yorker who’s competed for Israel since moving 
there to study Torah when she turned 18. She’s paired with Is-
raeli skating legend Evgeni Krasnopolski, a Ukranian-Jewish 
veteran of the Israeli team. He’s at his third games, after being 
half of the fi rst Israeli skating pair to make the Olympics in 2014.

Alexei Bychenko

Another Israeli fi gure skater, Bychenko immigrated to Israel 
from Ukraine and is now attending his third Olympics. Coming 
off  of an 11th-place fi nish in 2018, Bychenko has returned to a 
program set to the music of Pirates of the Caribbean, written by 
Jewish composer Hans Zimmer.

Finally, we would be remiss to not give an honourable men-
tion to the entire Swiss hockey team, comprising numerous 
Mike Jacobs All Stars—our podcast’s award for non-Jews with 
extremely Jewish-sounding names. Th e Swiss lads feature such 
radar-pinging names as Denis Hollenstein, Greg Hoff mann, Si-
mon Moser and Romain Loeff el, the latter of which is, for all we 
know, actually a kosher sandwich. 

Enjoy the games, sports fans. n

Hear more Jewish sports talk at thecjn.ca/menschwarmers

Here are some Jews 
to root for at the 2022 
Winter Olympics
/ Gabe Pulver and James Hirsh

It is the offi  cial opinion of the Menschwarmers podcast that 
if Jews did control the weather, there wouldn’t be a Winter 

Olympics.
Compared to the balmy climes of the Summer Olympics, there 

is relatively little Jewish representation at the quadrennial win-
ter games. What can we say? We are, at our core, a desert people. 

However, that doesn’t stop us at the world’s leading podcast 
about Jews and sports from identifying and informing you of 
Jews to root for during this global event, taking place (contro-
versially) in Beijing from Feb. 4 to 20. 

Here is a non-comprehensive list of folks to watch over the 
next few weeks as they attempt to become the next Linoy Ash-
ram or Mark Spitz, bringing nachas to Jews around the world 
through Olympic achievement. 

A troika of Canadian hockey players

Canada’s men’s hockey team did us a real mitzvah this month and 
named three Jewish (or at least Jew-ish) players to their roster.

Joshua Ho-Sang is a Torontonian in the Maple Leafs organiza-
tion. Born to a Jamaican-Chinese father and a Chilean-Jewish 
mother, he was scouted young as a great Jewish hope for hock-
ey fans. As one of Team Canada’s skill players this tournament, 
he’ll be expected to carry some scoring load for the team.

Devon Levi is a 20-year-old Montrealer and Beth Tikvah day 
school graduate who is currently Buff alo’s best goalie prospect. 
Th e international experience in Beijing will surely help him 
handle the pressure of the NHL once he gets there. Levi also 
backstopped Canada to a silver medal in the 2021 World Junior 
Ice Hockey Championships, where he was named the tourna-
ment’s top goalie, despite playing with a broken rib he suff ered 
in an early game against Germany. 

Jason Demers, as a 13-year NHL pro, will be looked on to pro-
vide veteran leadership and defensive stability to Team Cana-
da. Currently plying his trade in balmy Kazan, Russia, Demers 
discovered Jewish ancestry on his father’s side while in his 20s, 
though he doesn’t personally identify as a member of the tribe. 
Th at said, his long-term partner, Jillian Mueller, played Baby in 
Dirty Dancing on Broadway, and that’s pretty Jewish to us. 

David Warsofsky

A draftmate of our friend Mr. Demers above, Warsofsky will 
be fi lling a similar veteran defensive role for the United States’ 
men’s hockey team at the games. While raised more Catholic 
than Jewish, Warsofsky doesn’t shy away from the Jewish side 
of his family—and if you want more of his bio, you can catch a 
feature interview he gave to us on the Menschwarmers podcast 
airing next week. 

Hear more Jewish sports talk at thecjn.ca/menschwarmers


